Use of Foley catheter for insertion of ventricular assist device inflow cannula.
Ventricular assist devices are fast becoming an accepted alternative to treat end-stage heart failure, and are being implemented as a bridge to myocardial recovery, a bridge to heart transplantation, or as destination therapy. Positioning of the inflow cannula into the apex of the ventricle is a crucial step due to the risk of sucking in air. We describe an improved method of preparing the insertion site for the ventricular assist device inflow cannula, to minimize the chances of air embolism and blood spillage, which we applied in a 34-year-old man, as a bridge to transplantation.